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3. IFMP process timelines 



1. Regional Issues 
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Use of Fish Arrangements 

ÅIn 2013, DFO began using new s. 10 authorities under the Fisheries 

Act to support the Pacific salmon test fishing program.    

ÅIn 2013, the PSC agreed to have the PSC Secretariat take on 

administration of a suite of salmon test fisheries under these new 

ñUse of Fishò arrangements.  

ÅIn 2015, the PSC Secretariat moved away from a direct 

administrative role for Albion, Skeena, and Johnstone Strait Chum, 

and DFO has worked with alternative proponents. 

ÅOther salmon test fisheries (e.g. Barkley Sound and Mquq in/Brooks 

Peninsula) continue to be administered under separate JPA 

arrangements. 
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Test Fishing ï Program considerations 

ÅNational Use of Fish Policy not yet formally approved 

ÅWhile objective of Use of Fish arrangements is for fish 

revenues to address programs costs, since 2013, low 

salmon stock abundance has curtailed test fish revenues, 

and incremental funding was secured to support a number 

of programs.   

ÅFor non-Fraser (sockeye/pink) test fisheries, similar suite of 

projects anticipated as in recent years. 

ÅFraser sockeye / pink ï some modifications in program 

design under consideration in light of weak anticipated 

returns.    5 



Commercial Salmon Allocation Framework 

ÅWork to update the Commercial Salmon Allocation Framework 
(CSAF) based on one element of the Pacific Salmon Treaty 
Mitigation Program.   

ÅApproved updates to the CSAF outlined in 2015/16 IFMP.  Key 
updates were: 

ïDefined shares for commercial fleets at the species, fleet and fishery production area 

for a period of 5 years with provisions to review the allocations after year 4; 

ï Approval of principles and operational guidelines that would form the basis of 

incremental testing of flexibilities (alternatives fishing locations and methods) to harvest 

shares, with potential for testing of pilots starting in 2016; and  

ï Support for recommendations to develop a revised collaborative advisory process 

including First Nations economic fishery and A-H commercial marine representatives.  
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CSAF 2016/2017 Progress 

ÅWork over the fall and winter 2016-2017  has focused on: 

ïReviewing 2016 CSAF demonstrations and developing proposals for 

consideration in 2017; and, 

ïReviewing principles and guidelines outlined in the 2015 IFMP as well as 

clarifying aspects of the transfer guidelines.  

ÅAny proposed updates/additional principles and demonstration 

fishery proposals (subject to DFO evaluation) are included in draft 

2017 IFMP for further feedback. 
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Year Salmon Coordinating Committee Commercial Salmon Advisory Board 

  Northern B.C. Northern B.C. 

2016 Central Coast hatchery chum (Heiltsuk/Kitasoo) Central Coast coho (Area F) 

2016 
Nass River sockeye (2 proposals from Nisga'a 
Lisims Government and Gitanyow)   

2016 Skeena sockeye - Area 4 (NCSFNSS)   
      

NEW 2017 Central Coast hatchery chum (Nuxalk) Area 5 coastal sockeye (Area C) 

NEW 2017 Haida Gwaii coho - mosquito fleet (Haida) Rivers Inlet sockeye (Area C) 
      

  Southern B.C. Southern B.C. 

2016 Cowichan chum (Cowichan Tribes) Mainland/Inlet pink and chum (Area H) 

    Fraser River sockeye, pink, chum - alternate gear (Area E) 
      

NEW 2017 Goldstream chum (Saanich Tribes) Area 12 Johnstone Straits sockeye Area D) 

NEW 2017 Nitinat chum (Ditidaht) Howe Sound chum (Area H) 

NEW 2017 Chin, chum, and coho (Hupacasath + Tseshaht)  Mainland/Inlet pink and chum (Area B) 

NEW 2017 Fraser Summer 41 chinook (ONA and Siska)) Qualicum/Puntledge chum (Area D) 

Howe Sound/Squamish Pink  and chum (Area B) 

2017 CSAF Proposals 

Notes: 

New proposals for 2017 are shown in grey shading. 

2016 projects are planned to continue in 2017.   



CSAF Next Steps 

Assessment of CSAF proposals for 2017: 

Å New CSAF demonstration fishery proposals will be assessed using the evaluation 

framework developed by the Department in 2016.  

Å New CSAF proposals received for 2017 which appear consistent with principles, 

objectives and criteria outlined in the Evaluation Framework will be included in the 

draft 2017 IFMP for further discussion and analysis prior to being approved.  

Å In consideration of any additional feedback on the draft 2017 IFMP, the Department 

will include successful proposals  (and proposals previously evaluated and 

included within the final 2016 IFMP) within the final 2017 salmon IFMP with the 

intent that they be implemented SUBJECT to stock abundance and final fishing 

plan being approved in local area.  
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Fishery Monitoring and Catch Reporting 

ÅContinue work on operational implementation of 

Framework for Fishery Monitoring and Catch 

Reporting in Pacific Region Fisheries in Pacific 

salmon fisheries. 

ÅFocus on undertaking Risk Assessments for 

commercial, recreational, and FSC fisheries 

(as identified in Section 13 Species Fishing 

Plans of the IFMPs). 
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Risk Assessment Tool 

ÅRisk assessments used to identify the ecological 

risks and determine the level of monitoring (i.e. low, 

generic, enhanced) required. 

ÅBased on the fishery as it is currently managed. 

ÅIdentification of initial salmon fishery management 

units to complete risk assessments using the Risk 

Assessment Tool (RAT).  
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Pacific Region Salmon Management Units 
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These are 35 units 

outlined in Section 13 

of Northern and 

Southern BC Salmon 

IFMPs. 

 

 



Initial Risk Assessments Suggestions: 

ÅDepartment proposes to start with 3 fisheries for each of 

Southern BC and Northern BC. 

ÅSuggestions:  
ïSouthern Chinook - Southern ISBM Chinook 

ïSouthern Chum - Fraser Chum 

ïSouthern Sockeye ï WCVI ï Barkley/Somass Sockeye 

ïSouthern Pink ï Fraser Pink 

ïNorthern Chum ï Central Coast Chum 

ïNorthern Sockeye ï Skeena Sockeye 

ïNorthern BC Coho  

ÅRisk assessments will need to consider First Nations, 

commercial, and recreational fisheries for each unit. 
13 
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Risk Assessment Process (for all fisheries) 

 

First Pass 

ÅDFO performs first draft of risk assessment. 

 

Harvester 
Review 

ÅThe draft risk assessment will then be reviewed by harvesters through the existing 
processes within the IFMP cycle. 

 

Consultation 

ÅRevisions made to draft risk assessment as appropriate. Results to be published in the 
draft IFMP, and open to broader consultation.  

 

Publish Results 

ÅThe final risk assessment will be published in the IFMP for the fishery, and online on the 
M&C Panel Website. 

1 

2 

3 
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Work plan ï Next Steps 

ÅDFO to undertake first draft risk of assessments.  

ÅWill need to identify resolution under each unit. 

ÅReview first draft risk assessments with fishery 

representatives? 

ïThrough existing processes, or  

ïDevelop fishery specific review processes as required. 

ïHow/who do you suggest be involved in reviewing the 

first draft risk assessments? 

15 



Salmonid Enhancement Program (SEP) 

ÅPreliminary 2017 production planning information will be available by Feb 20th 

at the following link: http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/sep-pmvs/ifmp-pgip-

eng.html 

ÅThe final version will be available by June 1, aligning with IFMP timelines. 

ÅTwo datasets will be available online:  

o Post-Season SEP Production from the 2015 brood year (i.e. 2016 releases, and 

#ôs on hand for 2017 release), and 

o 2017 SEP Production Plan, which include proposed targets for the upcoming 

2017 brood year. Any proposed changes to production, or updated information 

regarding production, are identified by a ñ2017ò within the comment category.  

ÅAdditional information about SEP is contained within the draft IFMP, Section 

5.3.13, as well as the Enhancement Information in the Species Overviews of 

the Section 13 Fishing Plans. Significant production changes for 2017 are 

incorporated into these Species Overview sections. 
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SEP ï Southern Chinook 

Southern Chinook: overall, no major production changes 

Å Portage Creek Chinook (BC Interior) conservation enhancement 

ïDFO Science and SEP currently assessing feasibility of enhancement that will be part 

of broader planning steps including assessment of habitat restoration opportunities. 

ïUnique and isolated chinook Conservation Unit. 

ï Stock in overall decline for eight years and recent environmental impacts to habitat due 

to rockslides in 2014 and 2015. 

ï Portage Creek is within Stôatôimc First Nation territory.  Discussion between DFO and 

Stôatôimc First Nation regarding this enhancement project is currently ongoing. 

Å Continued aggregate production management for Southern BC Chinook: 

ï Adjustments to Chinook production will be net-neutral across aggregate production in 

main production areas: WCVI, ECVI. 

ï Outcomes from Chinook Strategic Planning Process will inform future enhancement. 
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SEP ï Fraser Sockeye 

Å Horsefly Channel: proposal to perform infrastructure upgrades and not operate 

channel in 2017 

ïThe channel requires gravel replacement and intake upgrades. DFO infrastructure 

investment dollars are available in fiscal year 2017-18 only. Works must be 

conducted in the summer and fall of 2017. 

ïUpgrades would improve the channel's effectiveness long-term but would mean not 

operating in 2017. 

ïDFO had intended to operate the channel for sockeye spawning in 2017, based on 

the brood year size and expected run strength. 

Å Weaver Creek sockeye: conservation enhancement project update  

ïspawning channel returns have been extremely low in recent years (2012, 2015, 

2016) with high pre-spawn mortality (a few hundred fish vs long term average of 

over 16,000). 

ïA conservation enhancement project undertaken in 2016 has been successful so 

far. Approx. 35,000 smolts will be released back to the Weaver channel in mid-April 

of 2017. 18 



2. 2017 Species Prospects   
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State of the Pacific Ocean and Freshwater 

Environmental Conditions  

ÅImpacts of warm ocean in 2015 and El Nino in 2016 

suggest survival unfavourable conditions for salmon. 

ÅDrought, low discharge and high temps caused widespread 

losses of migrating salmon adults and rearing juveniles in BC & 

WA State river and stream networks. 

ÅEnvironmental conditions and associated uncertainties may 

require discussion of potential in-season additional 

adjustments to achieve conservation and management 

objectives. 
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Southern BC Chinook 
ÅSee separate presentation and additional slides included in the 

appendix 

ÅSouthern BC Chinook - Inseason management changes:  

ïDraft IFMP identifies planned management measures for First Nations, 
recreational and commercial fisheries for period of June 1, 2017 to May 31, 
2018 

ïDepartment may make inseason changes to measures in IFMP to address 
Action Plan for Northern and Southern Resident Killer Whales, as well as, new 
information and analysis.   

ïInseason changes may also be considered as result of technical review of 
Fraser River chinook management approach (e.g. ñ5 yr reviewò). 

ïDepartment will make all reasonable efforts to consult FN and stakeholders on 
changes in advance of announcing changes. 
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Southern BC Coho 
Å Survival rates remain variable and are still below historic highs in most areas; still in 

low productivity regime requiring low exploitation rates  

Å Interior Fraser coho ï Continued low abundance due to unfavourable marine 
conditions 

ïPreliminary information indicates escapements in 2016 better than observed in 

2014 and 2015. 2016 spawner abundance information is still being collected 

and will be available in 2017 

ïFor 2017, plan for continuation of cautious management approach in place in 
2016.  IFR coho is main driver for management approach in southern BC. 

Å Georgia Strait ï Preliminary 2016 spawning surveys indicate variability between 
systems; higher returns to Cowichan River and Black Creek.  2017 expectations 
uncertain due to low/variable marine survival (continues below the long term avg.)   

Å Lower Fraserï continued low abundance due to current marine conditions. 

Sustained improvement in marine conditions will be required to improve outlook. 

Å Forecasts will be available for these units in spring of 2017. 
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Fraser River Sockeye 

ÅManagement approach based on abundance based harvest rules for 
4 management units:   Early Stuart, Early Summer, Summer and 
Late run. 

ÅExpected poor returns of Early Stuart and other Fraser populations 
will require discussion of window closure period and other 
management constraints. 

Å2 escapement plan options included in the draft IFMP for review. 

ÅHarvests will also be constrained by stocks of concern (e.g. Cultus 
Lake and Sakinaw Lake sockeye).  

ÅActual fishery opportunities based on in-season assessment of 
abundance information including test fisheries, hydro acoustics, and 
stock identification sampling. 



 

Fraser River Sockeye - Esc. Plan 

 Differences between options: 

Å Early Stuart:  Same lower fishery reference points (i.e. escapement goal) of 108K for both options 

consistent with plan since 2013. 

Å Early Summer:  Same lower FRP of 100K for both options; consistent with 2013 plan on this cycle. 

Å Summer:  

ï Option 1 ï 1.25M lower FRP; same as 2013 plan which planned for rebuilding of stocks if return 

was at p25 

ï Option 2 ï 1.0M lower FRP; same as option 1 at p50, but increased harvest at p25 (34% ER vs. 

18% ER for option 1) and lower spawners (1.1M vs. 1.38M for option 1) 

Å Lates:  Same lower FRP and LAER for both options consistent with previous plan for non-Adams years. 

Å Final escapement plan may be different from the two options described here based on input received. 
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Fraser Sockeye Esc. Plan Options 
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Total Avail. 

Harvest 

P10 P25 P50 p75 

Option 1 143K 404K 2.14M 4.37M 

Option 2 143K 710K 2.15M 4.37M 

Total Projected 

Spawners 

P10 P25 P50 p75 

Option 1 999K 1.62M 1.81M 3.52M 

Option 2 999K 1.35M 1.80M 3.52M 

Å Primary difference in vicinity of P25 returns 

Å P10 returns at LAER; >p50 ESum and Sum at TAM Cap.  



Fraser River Sockeye 

Additional considerations: 

Å Early Stuart ï window closure outlined in management plan. 10% low abundance 

exploitation rate (LAER) will permit some incidental impacts in fisheries. 

Å Early Summer ïAdditional window closure coverage to protect weaker early timed 

populations?  Majority of fisheries impacts expected during Summer run fisheries; 

10% LAER. 

Å Summer ð comprises approx. 77% expected return (p50).  Directed harvest 

expected subject to constraints of Early Summer / Late TAC and stocks of concern.  

Å Late Run ï likely to be constrained by MA to LAER of 20% ER for run sizes at or 

below p50; both options have 30% for larger run sizes at p75 return.   

Å Discussion required on opportunities to adjust test fishery impacts in event of low 

returns (e.g. delayed start, reduced length of t/f period) 

Å Management of sockeye impacts in pink salmon directed fisheries. 
26 



Southern Pink 

Å Fraser River pink: - Pink salmon return to the Fraser River in odd numbered years.  

 

 

 

 

Å Opportunities for directed harvest will be based on in season information and subject to 

measures to protect stock /species of concern, including Fraser sockeye, IFR coho, 

steelhead. 

Å Other southern BC pink:  Average to below average returns are expected for other 

Southern British Columbia populations 

ï Areas 11 to 13 and Georgia Strait ïLocal pink abundances may provide opportunities 

for directed harvest. 

ï Squamish pink salmon ïNo quantitative assessment information is available. 
27 
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Southern Chum 
Johnstone Strait ïExpectations based on relatively good brood year spawners (2013-

2015) but expectation of poor marine survival rates.  Chum returns remain highly 

variable. 

Strait of Georgia - For 2017, returns should be greater than 2016 for the Cowichan, 

Goldstream and Jervis Inlet stocks, and similar for the Nanaimo and Mid-Island stocks, 

based on brood year escapement in 2013. 

 

Å Management plan based on 20% exploitation rate in mixed-stock Johnstone Strait 

fishery. 

Å In other areas, harvest opportunities primarily in terminal areas based on decision 

rules and escapement targets.   
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Fraser Chum 

Fraser chum - 2013 escapement approx. 1 million (well above 

escapement goal). Final in-season escapement for 2016 was forecast at 

2.0M; 2016 escapement available by March 2017.  

ÅExpectation for returns that can support fisheries for all groups 

ÅManagement approach similar to recent years anticipated using 

information from Albion test fishery to estimate in-season return 

abundance. 

ï800,000 escapement target for the Fraser River chum 

ïFisheries constrained by stocks of concern including IFR coho 

and steelhead 

 



Steelhead 
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ÅSignificant interest in conservation of steelhead, especially 

in the Fraser, in light of poor returns to interior Fraser 

stocks (2015, 2016) 

ÅPrimary stocks comprising the ñInterior Fraser Riverò (IFR) 

steelhead:    

ïThompson  

ïChilcotin 

ÅLate-run summer timing     

ïEnter Fraser River late August through mid-November 

ïRun timing overlaps with Fraser sockeye (esp. late run), pink, 

coho, chum and may be encountered in fisheries targeting these 

stocks 

 



Interior Fraser Steelhead 2016 returns  

ÅProvincial Governmentôs 2016 in-season estimate of Interior Fraser 

River Steelhead spawner abundance was approx. 560 individuals.  

ïwell below pre-season expectations 

ïrecord low abundance for Thompson  

ïnear record low abundance for Chilcotin steelhead  

ÅOngoing poor outlook means steelhead conservation measures will 

continue to be an important consideration in management of 

Southern BC salmon fisheries in 2017. 
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Ongoing Work 
 

ÅDFO and B.C. working collaboratively with the aim of enhancing 

the technical tools available to support assessment and 

management of steelhead impacts in fisheries 

ÅWork may influence fishing scenarios considered for 2017 IFMP 

ÅOther initiatives focussing on Fraser steelhead concerns 

include: 

ïThompson Steelhead Working Group 

ï4-year collaborative plan between DFO / BC contained in 

MSC Client Action Plan (B.C. Salmon) 
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Steelhead Sub-Committee 

ÅFocus on information exchange and IFMP 

provisions relating to IFR steelhead 

ÅArose from discussions at IHPC process about 

need for dedicated, multi-sector process for 

discussing steelhead issues, with engagement of 

DFO, B.C. and First Nations  

ÅInitial conference call in late Sept. 2016 

ÅVery early phases  of development, further work to 

be done on ToR 



3. IFMP Process Timelines 
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2017 IFMP Timelines: 
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Activity 2016/2017 Proposed Timeline 

Post Season Meetings for North and South Coasts NC ï December  1-2, 2016                         

SC ï December  9, 2016 

Salmon Outlook report for 2017 December 12, 2016  

NEW ïDFO to provide first draft of the proposed Section 13 Species Fishing Plans of 

the 2017/2018 IFMPs to advisory groups for review.  Changes/edits to Section 13 

Species Fishing Plans and other key areas of interest will be sought from First 

Nations and advisory groups to inform subsequent IFMP planning meetings.   

First week of January, 2017 

Deadline for written submissions from advisory groups to identify additional discussion 

items for the 2017/2018 Salmon IFMPs building on the DFOôs summary of key IFMP 

changes provided. 

February 6,  2017 

Integrated Harvest Planning Committee Meeting/First Nation meetings to discuss the 

summary of key IFMP updates and other suggested changes that require consultation 

and/or science work. 

February, 2017 

NC and SC IHPC meetings ï 

February 9, 2017 

Release of draft IFMP for review & comment First week of March 2017 

IHPC/First Nation meetings to review draft IFMP March 2017 

NC and SC IHPC meetings ï March 

29 & 31, 2017 

Deadline to submit comments on draft IFMP (30 day public comment period) April 13, 2017 

Final IHPC Meeting May 3-4th, 2017 

Target for public release of 2017/18 salmon IFMP (current IFMP in place June 1, 2016 

to May 31, 2017) 

June 2017 



Background Slides 
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Proposed 

Test 

Fishing 

Programs 

for 2017 
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Test Fisheries, 
Southern B.C. 

Salmon 

Proposed 
Proponent 

Test Fishery 
Purpose 

Proposed dates 
(with reduced 
program for 

Fraser 

Advisory process 
b
 

      
Start 
Date 

End 
Date   

Area 20 GN PSC Secr. 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink 11-Jul 15-Aug 
Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Area 20 SN PSC Secr. 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink 27-Jul 01 Sepg 
Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Cottonwood GN PSC Secr. 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink 12-Jul 10-Sep 
Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Whonnock GN PSC Secr. 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink 28-Jun 30-Sep 
Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Gulf TR PSC Secr. 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink No dates scheduled 
Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Area 12 SN TBD 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink 26-Jul 31-Aug 
Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Area 13 SN TBD 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink 01-Aug 15-Aug 
Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Round Island 
GN TBD 

Fraser Sockeye 
/ Pink 11-Jul 13-Aug 

Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Naka Ck GN TBD 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink 11-Jul 13-Aug 
Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Mission GNd PSC Secr. 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink No dates scheduled   

Qualark  PSC Secr. 
Fraser Sockeye 

/ Pink 01-Jul 02 Octf 
Fraser Panel (primary) 
FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Albion GN 
3-way 
transitionale 

Fraser 
Chinook/Chum 23-Apr 23-Nov FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Area 12 SN  
Namgis / 
Atlegay  

Mixed Stock 
Chum 11-Sep 03-Nov FN Fr. Forumc / IHPC 

Barkley Sound 
SN 

Hupacasath / 
Tseshaht  Somass Sockeye TBD TBD A23 Round Table (primary) / IHPC 

aǉǳǉⱪƛƴ κ 
Brooks 
Peninsula 

Kyuquot 
Checkleset WCVI Chinook TBD TBD WCVI FNs / Area G  /IHPC 

a All dates subject to change based on in-season factors.   In-season information from initial TFs important to determining timing of 
subsequent TFs.  
b  Advisory process(es) where  detailed discussion of test fisheries occurs.   This does not preclude discussion and input happening through 
other process.   
c  FN Fr. Forum = First Nations Forum on 
Conservation and Harvest Planning 
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Southern BC Chinook 

ÅFraser Spring 42:  Expectations for continued depressed abundance 
due to low parental escapements in 2013 and ongoing unfavorable 
and highly variable marine survival conditions.  

ïExpect continuation of fisheries restrictions. 

ÅFraser Spring 52 and Summer 52 :  Expectation for continued 
overall low escapements due to depressed parental abundance and 
continuing unfavourable marine conditions.    

ïFisheries based on pre-season cautious (Zone 1) management approach with 

possibility to update approach inseason based on Albion test fishery.   

ÅFraser Summer 41 (South Thompson): Brood year spawners in 
2013 over two-fold higher than 2012 brood that returned in 2016. 
However, instability in smolt to adult survival rates, combined with 
highly variable escapement tempers outlook.  If marine survival 
conditions improve, abundance may be average.   

 

 

 

 



Feedback Received 

Å Feedback provided by First Nations and stakeholders on draft ToR  included:   

ïfocus review on stream-type Fraser River chinook populations, including 

Spring 42, Spring 52 and Summer 52 chinook 

ïassess fishery mortalities across all fisheries that may directly or indirectly 

impact on chinook, including retained catch, release mortality and other 

sources of fishing related mortality if possible (e.g. depredation). 

ïImportance of using the results of technical analysis to re-assess the 

Departmentôs chinook management approach relative to conservation 

objectives and application of An Allocation Policy for Pacific Salmon. 

ïimportance of providing for meaningful FNôs consultation on the work and 

involvement of FNôs and stakeholders in both the planning and technical 

processes. Include technical staff from FN and other organizations in review. 

ïNeed for independent review of results (e.g. CSAS process) 
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Fraser River Chinook ó5 Yearô Review 

 ÅDraft Terms of Reference for this work circulated and 

comments received from FNôs and stakeholders.  

ÅDepartment committed to collaborating with FNôs and 

stakeholders to conduct technical review of the 

management approach for Fraser River chinook. 

ÅDepartment reviewing comments received and will provide 

letter to FNôs and stakeholders outlining the process for 

completing the review along with a final Terms of 

Reference. 
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Scope of ó5 Yearô Review 

ÅGiven scope of work, substantial requirements for technical analysis 

of available information, expectations for engagement of First 

Nations and stakeholders in process, and independent peer review 

of results;  work will not be completed for 2017 season.   

ÅDepartment expects technical review of available information to 

address questions in the Terms of Reference will likely take until late 

2017 to complete. 

ÅDepartment also working to identify and provide data required for 

technical review process, including inventory of available information 

on Coded-Wire Tag (CWT) analysis, stock composition samples (e.g. 

DNA), catch/release data, and any other relevant information.   
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Southern BC Chinook 

Fraser Fall Run 41 (Harrison): Low parental escapement in 2013 and current 
marine conditions appear unfavorable; high uncertainty about returns.  
Quantitative forecast available in early Spring; additional management actions 
may be considered if returns are below escapement goal range given recent 
trends. 

WCVI wild: Wild populations well below target and/or declining for several 
generations. (Hatchery returns are expected to be near target, and high 
abundance of age 5 chinook expected.  Marine survival for the 2013 and 2014 
brood years are low.) 

Georgia Strait Fall (incl. Cowichan) chinook:  Continued rebuilding with 
2016 return higher than previous year; may reach maximum sustained yield 
(MSY) target.   

AABM Forecasts and coded wire tag (CWT) based total mortality distributions 
available in late March / early April. 

ÅOngoing work to seek feedback on draft integrated strategic plan for 
Southern BC chinook populations and initiate review of management 
approach for Fraser River chinook   

 

 

 

 



2017/2018 IFMP Considerations 

ÅFraser Fall (Harrison)  
ïConsideration of additional terminal area management actions 

when forecast returns are below the escapement goal range. 

ÅWCVI  
ïContinuation of conservation measures implemented in 2016; 

data to evaluate 2016 changes not yet available. 

ïMquq in/Brooks Peninsula test fishery planned to proceed to 

collect chinook stock composition along the Brooks peninsula to 

improve precision and accuracy of annual WCVI return 

estimates. 
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Outlook Map Legend 
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Sockeye 2017 Outlook 
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Category Count 

1, 1/2, 1/3, 1/4 9 

2, 2/3, 2/4 11 

3 & 3/4 5 

4 6 

Å31 Outlook Units; 215 CUs 

ÅFraser: sub-dominant cycle; 

below average returns; improved 

summer runs 

ÅSomass: very low returns 

ÅSkeena: poor brood year returns 

ÅNass: average returns 



Chinook 2017 Outlook 
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Category Count 

1, 1/2, 1/3, 1/4 1 

2, 2/3, 2/4 15 

3 & 3/4 4 

4 None 

No Data 1 

Å21 Outlook Units; 74 CUs 

ÅLittle change from 2016 

ÅNorthern BC: average or variable 

ÅSouthern BC: remain low 

ÅYukon: below average 

 


